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Education

0000 University of California, Berkeley
2022– PhD in Political Science

—Subfields: Comparative Politics, Political Economy, Methodology & Formal Theory

0000 Northwestern University
2020– MS in Applied Statistics

0000 New York University
2017–9 MA in Politics

0000 Universidad de los Andes
2008–13 BA/MA in Political Science

—Honors: Magna Cum Laude/Cum Laude

Research interests

• Political Economy of Development, Political Violence, Civil Wars, Democratic Development, Distributive
Politics, Latin American Politics, Causal Inference, Machine Learning

Publications

Peer-reviewed

2020 “Coal Mining and War: A Look at the Political Economy of the Armed Conflict in Cesar and La Guajira."
In A. Rettberg, R. Leiteritz, C. Nasi, and J.D. Prieto (Eds.), Different Resources, Different Conflicts? The
Subnational Political Economy of Armed Conflict and Crime in Colombia. Bogotá: Ediciones Uniandes.

2018 “Más allá de la Firma: Las Elecciones Legislativas (2014) y Sub-Nacionales (2015) y la Implementación
de la Paz en Colombia" (with A. Rettberg). In L. Wills and F. Botero (Eds.), Polarizacón y Posconflicto: Las
Elecciones Nacionales y Locales en Colombia, 2014-2017. Bogotá: Ediciones Uniandes.

Other publications

2014 “Kolumbien: der Kongress und die Friedensverhandlungen" (with Angelika Rettberg). 2014. German
Institute for Global and Area Studies (GIGA) Focus Paper No. 6.

Working papers

• “Exposure to Wartime Violence and Support for Democracy: Evidence from a Natural Experiment in
Colombia."

• “Does Democracy Cause Peace? Reevaluating the Democratic Civil Peace Hypothesis."

Work in progress

• “The Consequences of Wartime Institutions on Post-Conflict Development."
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Awards, grants, & fellowships

2023 Research grant. American Political Science Association (APSA) Centennial Center
2022 Berkeley Fellowship. Graduate Division, UC Berkeley

Graduate Fellowship. Travers Department of Political Science, UC Berkeley
2021 Minar Memorial Summer Award. Department of Political Science, Northwestern University

Research grant. Latin American and Caribbean Studies Program, Northwestern University
2020 Mellon Fellowship. Latin American and Caribbean Studies Program, Northwestern University

University Fellowship. The Graduate School, Northwestern University
Pearson Fellowship. Harris School of Public Policy, University of Chicago (declined)

2019 Dean’s Student Travel Grant. Graduate School of Arts and Sciences (GSAS), NYU
Travel grant. APSA

2017 J. William Fulbright Fellowship. United States-Colombia Fulbright Commission
Full-tuition merit-based scholarship. GSAS, NYU

2016 Olympia Summer Academy Scholarship. European International Studies Association
2012 Thesis research grant. Center for Sociocultural and International Studies, Uniandes

Full-tuition merit-based scholarship. Congreso Visible, Uniandes

Presentations

Workshops and seminars

2024 UC Berkeley Methods Workshop
2022 Northwestern-Duke Advanced Causal Inference Workshop

Northwestern Latin American and Caribbean Studies Program Graduate Workshop
2021 Northwestern Applied Quantitative Methods Workshop
2019 Universidad del Rosario Political Economy Seminar

Annual conferences

2023 American Political Science Association
2021 Midwest Political Science Association
2020 Midwest Political Science Association (canceled)
2019 American Political Science Association
2013 Latin American Political Science Association (ALACIP)

Research experience

2022-3 Graduate Student Researcher, Center for Effective Global Action (CEGA), UC Berkeley
2019–20 Latin America Researcher, Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project (ACLED)
2014–5 Junior Researcher, Ideas for Peace Foundation (Colombia)
2013–4 Research Assistant, Research Program on Armed Conflict and Peacebuilding, Uniandes
2011–3 Research Assistant, Congreso Visible, Uniandes

Teaching Experience

2024 Graduate Student Instructor, Introduction to Empirical Analysis and Quantitative Methods
—Lead instructor: Jason Wittenberg, UC Berkeley

Graduate Student Instructor, The Politics of Immigration
—Lead instructor: Stephanie Zonszein, UC Berkeley

2022 Teaching Assistant, Introduction to Empirical Methods in Political Science
—Lead instructor: Sirus Bouchat, Northwestern University

2011–20 Teaching Assistant, Introduction to Colombian Politics (×3)
000o —Lead instructor: Mónica Pachón, Los Andes University
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Fieldwork

2013 Colombia (2 months): Bogotá, Barranquilla, Valledupar, Rioacha, Albania, Hatonuevo, Barrancas

Other professional experience

2015–70 Analyst, National Intelligence Agency (Colombia)

Additional training

2024 CEGA Research Transparency and Reproducibility Training (RT2)
2022 Northwestern-Duke Advanced Causal Inference Workshop
2021 ICPSR Summer Program in Quantitative Methods of Social Research: Spatial Econometrics
2016 Olympia Summer Academy: Cycle on Conflict and Political Violence

Academic service

2023–0 Mentor, Undergraduate Fellows Program, Institute of International Studies, UC Berkeley
2022–0 Academic Evaluator, Fulbright Colombia Program
2021–20 Co-coordinator, Applied Quantitative Methods Workshop, Northwestern University
2018–9 Managing Editor, Journal of Political Inquiry, NYU

Affiliations

Research groups & centers

2022–0 Research Associate, Center on the Politics of Development, UC Berkeley
2020–20 Graduate Student Affiliate, Latin American Politics Working Group, Northwestern University
2013– Research Associate, Armed Conflict, Peacebuilding, and Global Security Studies Group, Uniandes

Professional associations

2020– Member, Midwest Political Science Association
Member, Latin American Studies Association
Member, Latin American Political Economy Network (REPAL)

2013–00 Member, American Political Science Association

Skills

Software and tools: R, Stata, Python (beginner), ArcGIS, LATEX, RMarkdown
Languages: English (proficient); Spanish (native speaker)
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Professor of Political Science
University of California, Berkeley
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University of California, Berkeley
szon@berkeley.edu
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Pablo Querubín
Associate Professor of Politics and Economics
New York University
pablo.querubin@nyu.edu
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