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Christopher K. Ansell
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PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Professor. Department of Political Science, University of California, Berkeley, July 2011-
present.

Associate Professor. Department of Political Science, University of California, Berkeley. 2000-
2011

Assistant Professor. Department of Political Science, University of California, Berkeley. 1993-
2000.

Instructor, University of Chicago, winter 1991; spring 1992.

Research Analyst, Office of Technology Assessment, U.S. Congress, November 1979-
September 1984.

EDUCATION

Ph.D., University of Chicago, Political Science, 1993.
M.A., University of Chicago, Political Science, 1986.
B.A., University of Virginia, Environmental Sciences, 1979.

RECENT PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES AND AWARDS

Editorial Boards: Journal of Public Administration Research and Theory, 2011-present; Risk,
Hazards & Crisis in Public Policy, 2017-present; Public Administration: An International
Quarterly, 2016-present; Policy & Society, 2020-present.

Institutional Leadership: Faculty Director, Center for Catastrophic Risk Management; Chair,
Undergraduate Council, 2023-2025, Berkeley Academic Senate; member, Divisional Council,
Berkeley Academic Senate, 2023-2025; member, American Society of Public Administration
Committee to select the Public Administration Review editor (November-December 2022);
Chair, Charles and Louise Travers Department of Political Science, June 2018-June 2021
Academic Awards: Outstanding Reviewer Award, 2022, Journal of Public Administration and
Research, Public Management Research Conference; Best Article Award, 2020, Policy and
Society, for “Understanding Inclusion in Collaborative Governance: a Mixed Methods
Approach,” (with Carey, Doberstein, Hayley. Henderson, Saba Siddiki & Paul ‘t Hart); Best
Reviewer Award, 2020, Perspectives in Public Management and Governance, Public
Management Research Conference; Inducted as National Academy of Public Administration
Fellow, 2018.

Visiting & Affiliated Scholar: Visiting Professor, Hong Kong University, 2015-16; Visiting
Professor, Ecoles des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales (France), 2015; Professor,
Partnership for African Social and Governance Research, 2012-2017; Visiting Professor,
Uppsala Universitet (Sweden), 2010-2013; Fellow at the Uppsala Forum on Peace and
Democracy, Spring 2010; Visiting Researcher, Policy Unit, HIN1 Response Team, U.S. Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention, November 2009.



BOOKS

Robust Governance in Turbulent Times (with Eva Sgrensen, Jacob Torfing and Jarle Trondal),
Cambridge University Press. Elements Series. (2024).

Rethinking Theories of Governance. Edward Elgar Publishing. (2023).

Co-Creation for Sustainability: The UN’s SDG’s and the Power of Local Partnership (with Eva
Serensen and Jacob Torfing) Emerald Press. (2022).

Handbook on Theories of Governance (editor, with Jacob Torfing). Edgar Elgar Publishing. First
Edition (2016). Second Edition (2022).

Public Governance as Co-Creation: A Strategy of Revitalizing the Public Sector and
Rejuvenating Democracy (with Jacob Torfing). Cambridge University Press. (2021).

Pragmatism and Political Crisis Management: Principle and Practical Rationality in the Financial
Crisis (with Martin Bartenberger). Edward Elgar Publishers. (2019).

The Protective State. Cambridge University Press. (2019).
How does Collaborative Governance Scale? (editor, with Jacob Torfing). Policy Press. (2018).

Governance in Turbulent Times (editor, with Jarle Trondal and Morten @gard). Oxford University
Press. (2017).

Public Innovation through Collaboration and Design (editor, with Jacob Torfing). Routledge
(2014).

Pragmatist Democracy: Evolutionary Learning as Public Philosophy Oxford University Press.
(2011).

What'’s the Beef? The Contested Governance of European Food Safety. (editor, with David
Vogel). MIT Press. (2006).

On Restructuring Territoriality: Europe and North America (editor, with Giuseppe Di Palma).
Cambridge University Press. (2004).

Schism and Solidarity in Social Movements: The Politics of Labor in the French Third Republic.
Cambridge University Press (Structural Analysis in the Social Sciences Series). (2001).
SELECTED ARTICLES (since 2018)

How did we get here? The evolution of a polycentric system of groundwater governance (with
Ruth Langridge), Ecology and Society, 29(1). (2024).

To the summit and beyond: Tracing the process and impact of collaborative performance
summits (with Scott Douglas), Public Administration Review, 83(5), 1108-1122 (2023)

“When Governance Theory Meets Democratic Theory: The Potential Contribution of Cocreation



to Democratic Governance,” (with Eva Sgrensen and Jacob Torfing), Perspectives on Public
Management and Governance, 4 (4), 346-362 (2021).

“Getting a Grip on the Performance of Collaborations: Examining Collaborative Performance
Regimes and Collaborative Performance Summits,” (with Scott Douglas), Public Administration
Review. 81 (5), 951-961 (2021).

“Towards a Concept of Political Robustness,” (with Eva Sgrensen) Political Studies, (2021).

“Co-creation: the New Kid on the Block in Public Governance,” (with Jacob. Torfing), Policy &
Politics, 49(2), 211-230 (2021).

“The COVID-19 Pandemic as a Game Changer for Public Administration and Leadership? The
Need for Robust Governance Responses to Turbulent Problems,” (with Eva Segrensen and
Jacob Torfing), Public Management Review, 23 (7), 949-960 (2021).

“The Loss of Capacity in Public Organizations: A Public Administration Challenge,” (with Louise
Comfort, Ann Keller, Todd LaPorte & Paul Schulman). Perspectives on Public Management and
Governance, 4(1), 24-29. (2021).

“Understanding Inclusion in Collaborative Governance: a Mixed Methods Approach,” Policy and
Society, (with Carey, Doberstein, Hayley. Henderson, Saba Siddiki & Paul ‘t Hart).). (2020). 1-
22. Best 2020 article award in Policy and Society.

“Countering Fragmentation, Taking Back the State, or Partisan Agenda-setting? Explaining
Policy Integration and Administrative Coordination Reforms,” (with Philipp Trein), Governance.
34 (4), 1143-1166 (2021).

“Can the Power of Platforms be Harnessed for Governance?” (with Satoshi Miura), Public
Administration, 98 (1), 261-276 (2020).

“Taming Deep Uncertainty: The Potential of Pragmatist Principles for Understanding and
Improving Strategic Crisis Management,” (with Arjen Boin), Administration & Society, 51 (7),
1079-1112 (2019).

“Explaining Trends in Risk Governance: How Problem Definitions Underpin Risk Regimes,”
(with Patrick Baur), Risk, Hazards & Crisis in Public Policy, 9(4), 397-430. 2018.

“Comparative Analysis of Institutions to Govern the Groundwater Commons in California” (with
Ruth Langridge), Water Alternatives, 11(3). 2018.

“Experimentalist Governance in Global Public Health: The Case of UNAIDS” (with Gabrielle
Goldstein), American Journal of International and Comparative Law, 35(2): 219-255. 2018.

“Collaborative Platforms as a Governance Strategy,” (with Alison Gash) Journal of Public
Administration Research and Theory, 28(1), 16-32. (2018).

“Governing Turbulence: An Organizational-Institutional Agenda,” Perspectives in Public
Management and Governance. (with Jarle Trondal), 1 (1), 43-57. (2018).



