
"Engaging the Law in China is conspicuously eclectic, appealing to diverse audiences. Authors from various fields 

(political science, sociology, and law) use diverse methodologies (participant-observation, in-depth interviews, and 

archival studies) to pursue their topics. The extensive use of anecdotal materials and the minimal use of jargon make 

the book highly readable, even for the general public. It is particularly informative for students and scholars interested 

in the complex interaction between law and society, and how such interaction unfolds in a society distinct from 

Western legal institutions.” -Song Yang, Law and Society Review 

 

“In recent years ‘edited volumes’ have been out of favor with many academic as well as commercial publishers. I 

have never understood the bias against them. Often the product of stimulating conferences, if thoughtfully organized 

and edited their diversity of approach to a central theme can bring gratifying illumination. Surely this is the case 

with Engaging the Law in China. Those who want to know whether contemporary China has a legal system and how 

it functions might well start with this slender volume. This is no dry dissection of the huge number of laws 

promulgated by the People’s Republic of China during the past quarter century.’ -Jerome Cohen, Far Eastern 

Economic Review 

"Engaging the Law in China heralds a rich set of findings in a promising field of study. It not only serves as an 

important benchmark for future research on the law in contemporary China but also for studies of Chinese state-

society relations, past and present. This volume will make an important addition to any course considering these 

issues." -Kimberly Manning, The China Quarterly 

 

"Engaging the Law in China successfully spans the gap between different approaches to Chinese legal studies, and I 

hope we will see more along this line in the future. This book is highly recommended.” -Borge Bakken, The China 

Journal 

 

". . . this book is a valuable contribution to research on contemporary China. It can and should be read by individuals 

with a specific interest in Chinese legal studies, as well as those with a general interest in state-society relations in 

the Chinese context." -Jeanne Wilson, Perspectives on Politics 

"This book is an intrepid and worthy entry into the literature examining China's rapidly developing legal institutions, 

and especially laudable as a precedent for future investigations into the topic." -Michael Stein, Cambridge Law 

Journal 

 

"This remarkable, perspective-setting study of the evolutions in Chinese law and its place in a changing society [is] 

highly beneficial. One can only strongly encourage this type of research, whose multidisciplinary ambitions allow us to 

grasp, if not in its entirety, at least certain important aspects of a process that tends to make the law the best ally of 

an emerging social justice." -Leila Choukroune, China Perspectives 

 

"This important book offers glimpses of this tension [between state instrumentalism and social idealism] and will be 

an invaluable addition to the growing literature on Chinese law." Pitman Potter, Pacific Affairs 

 


